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Objectives

• Review recent literature regarding the role of children in transmission of 
SARS-CoV-2 and the impact of school reopening on communities

• Discuss implications for the 2020-21 school year
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The role of children in transmission of SARS-CoV-2
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https://archive-ouverte.unige.ch/unige:136712/ATTACHMENT01

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7323934/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7323934/


Counterpoint: the role of children in transmission of 
SARS-CoV-2

5https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/10/20-1315_article

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/10/20-1315_article


Counterpoint: the role of children in transmission
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6931e1.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6931e1.htm


Summary & Limitations

• Data generally suggest to date that children aged under 10 are not significant 
drivers of the COVID-19 pandemic

• Older students in secondary/high schools have the potential for increased 
spread, especially if strong, consistent mitigation strategies are not in place

• Evidence is not clear on why children (particularly young children) are not 
linked to spread in the same way as other viral illness

• Asymptomatic and mild infection are common and may play a role 

• Impact of early school closures may limit the ability for children to be linked as index 
cases
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Evidence of transmission within the school setting
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32277759/

http://ncirs.org.au/sites/default/files/2020-08/COVID-
19%20Transmission%20in%20educational%20settings%20in%20NSW%20Term%202%20report_0.pdf

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32277759/
http://ncirs.org.au/sites/default/files/2020-08/COVID-19%20Transmission%20in%20educational%20settings%20in%20NSW%20Term%202%20report_0.pdf


Counterpoint: transmission within the school setting
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https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.
2807/1560-7917.ES.2020.25.29.2001352

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/04/world/middleeast/coronavirus-israel-schools-reopen.html

https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2020.25.29.2001352
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/04/world/middleeast/coronavirus-israel-schools-reopen.html


The impact of reopening schools on transmission in the 
community
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https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/20200706-SchoolsSummary.pdf

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/20200706-SchoolsSummary.pdf


Considerations for opening schools

11
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMms2024920?articleTools=true

https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMms2024920?articleTools=true


Tying it together: Safe Learning Plan for the 2020-21 
School Year
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1. Prioritize the safety of students and staff.

2. Prioritize in-person learning, especially for younger learners and those with 
most need.

3. Recognize differences in potential spread among different ages.

4. Support planning, while permitting flexibility for districts.

5. Take into account disease prevalence at a local level.



Adjusting after school reopening

• Monitoring for cases, patterns of illness

• Rapid notification & contact tracing

• Exclusion of close contacts

• Testing

• The role of county level data
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Closing thoughts

• Keen situational awareness is critical.

• Maintain flexibility and readiness to adapt to change.

• Commit to a spirit of partnership. 

14



Thank You!
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